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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 16, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as failing to set 
forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. Claim 7 sets forth 
an elastic plate. Claim 16 further sets forth a cover plate, which is the same member 
from the specification as the elastic plate. However, applicant does not set forth the 
relationship between the two, hence, rendering the scope of the claims unclear because 
the same element is being claimed twice. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 6, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 63- 
80021. JP '021 teaches a cooling construction of a transition piece (see Fig. 6 and Fig. 5) 

of a gas turbine comprising: a first protrusion 5 and a second protrusion 10 that are 
mounted on said transition piece orthogonally to a main stream direction of said 
transition piece on a gas turbine inside diameter side of said transition piece and adjacent 
to an outlet portion of said transition piece; and a plate 2 having a plurality of holes that is 
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installed between said first protrusion and said second protrusion, where one end of said 
plate is fixed to said first protrusion 5 and a tip of the other end of said plate 2 is 
contacted with said second protrusion 9 so as to move back and forth along said second 
protrusion in response to thermal stress generated therearound (note that according to the 
translation on the right end of the plate is fixed to 5 and the left end of the plate 9 is 
inserted and not fixed to the second protmsion; hence, it will be free to slide along the 
second protrusion as a result of any thermal stress); said plate is elasticaUy biased [by 
plate 3' in Fig. 6] in a direction orthogonal to the main stream direction of said transition 
piece so as to keep said other end contacted with said second protrusion. Alternately, 
note that the italicized text is a desired result without any structural member to 
accomplish the function and can accordingly be given little patentable weight. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though Uic iin ciuioii is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 6, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 63- 
131924 of the IDS of 4/23/08 in view of JP 63-80021. JP '924 teaches a cooling 
construction of a transition piece (Fig. 1) of a gas turbine comprising: a first protrusion 
and a second protrusion that are mounted on said transition piece 1 orthogonally to a 
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main stream direction of said transition piece on a gas turbine inside diameter side of said 
transition piece and adjacent to an outlet portion of said transition piece; and a plate 
(element 13 in Fig. 1) having a plurality of holes that is installed between said first 
protrusion and said second protrusion, where one end of said plate is connected to said 
first protrusion and a tip of the other end of said plate 7a is contacted with said second 
protrusion so as to move back and forth along said second protrusion in response to 
thermal stress generated therearound (note the dashed lines in Fig. 2 show how the plate 
accommodates the thermal expansion and stresses associated therewith); said plate is 
elastically biased in a direction orthogonal to the main stream direction of said transition 
piece so as to keep said other end contacted with said second protrusion (by the curved 
shape of the end 7a). Alternately, note that the italicized text is a desired result without 
any structural member to accomplish the function and can accordingly be given little 
patentable weight. JP '924 does not render clear whether the first end of the plate is 
fixed. JP '021 teaches a cooling construction of a transition piece (see Fig. 6 and Fig. 5) 
of a gas turbine comprising: a first protrusion 5 and a second protrusion 10 that are 
mounted on said transition piece orthogonally to a main stream direction of said 
transition piece on a gas turbine inside diameter side of said transition piece and adjacent 
to an outlet portion of said transition piece; and a plate 2 having a plurality of holes that is 
installed between said first protrusion and said second protrusion, where one end of said 
plate is fixed to said first protrusion 5 and a tip of the other end of said plate 2 is 
contacted with said second protrusion 9 so as to move back and forth along said second 
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protrusion in response to thermal stress generated therearound (note that according to the 
translation on the right end of the plate is fixed to 5 and the left end of the plate 9 is 
inserted and not fixed to the second protrusion; hence, it will be free to slide along the 
second protrusion as a result of any thermal stress. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to fix the one end of the plate to the first protrusion, as taught by 
JP '021 to provide a secure connection at that end. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 7-10, 13, 15 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 02/29/2008 with respect to the claims have been 
considered and are persuasive with regard to the JP '021, as previously interpreted, or 
otherwise amend around the art applied. The translation of the JP '021 reference clearly 
teaches an alternate application of this reference which still anticipates the claimed 
invention as application. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Ted Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-4829. The 
Examiner can be reached on regular business hours before 5:00 pm, Monday to Thursday 
and every other Friday. 

The fax number for the organization where this application is assigned is 

571-273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Devon Kramer, can be reached at 571-272-71 18. Alternate inquiries to 
Technology Center 3700 can be made via 571-272-3700. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). General inquiries can also be directed to the 
Patents Assistance Center whose telephone number is 800-786-9199. Furthermore, a 
variety of online resources are available at http://www.uspto.gov/main/patents.htm 
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